NEW ADDRESS: RT. 7, FREDERICK, MD. 21701 473-8186 

10/14/67 


Dear J . , 


Y ° ur SQflZ arrived (our mail if now after 12, so I’ll thate the 

rep_iss to town and mall them this evening.)/ 

* our let : ers t0 Joiin aad Raahall okay. Now let us get to the Solan thing. 
l twi , ce “J* hini e °P les o- each iwht a letter so saying. He could, by now, 
a fiord to name a few comments on the post office, on his own. Hal ’mows when because 

then .f2w£ ° Ut °°’ S °° rb0IlS - Fi ” St pao!t3ee o» *or 

, - r , .t Si ^ e: t1ie n3 is not otam P le ' fce by the porlogue and Garrison’s foreword. Prologue 

wnere 1 hide P.0. , with photocopies of recipeta, story of undelivered, insured ms. 

" JJ 9re w f r f some 1 falt 1 could not* te£l 'Dolan about the SEP, but 

he W ° nt b ® bored » ^ ahead. First ofSrall, let me tell you what I did 
tell him l not on the air, for this was the night before-remember that three-ho~lag) . 

... > . , 1 b9d Sone to New Orleans not to leera what Garrison had but to do two 

things* help in any way I could and testify before the grand jury. Even tho*e very 
brief investigations I conducted were for Garrison, for ay book was written andl so 
1 p 5 8 ! ? then r 00 "* scheduled for crash publication. Dolan exoected that I make an 
effort to dig u er ison’s case out of him. This I didn’t and haven't. That belongs in 
court, not in the mind of some high-priced writer too lazy to do his own digging. 

Prom my owrk inthis field, i knew Phelan was the SEP expert on crime in 
"ew rleans, having done a major piece (The Vice Man Cometh). In writing his subsequent 
Garrison piece he did mention Ferrie without Mention of his connection with Marcallo- 
Mafia. •*■0 me, this was a sign of the bias in the approach to the article. *ou tell me one 
reason consistent withhonor for omitting iti It Is only one of the things he left out. 
things I Knew he had to ’enow about. Next, on the central issue, of the omission said 
to exist inMoomoo’s report on his first Russo interview: there were things I could not 
say that A knew and there were things I did say. IMder the pressure of such work and 
events, it is more than possible to leave the central thing out. As you go tbrourfi the 
mr you 11 find the proof that the Cuban Revolutionary Council was organizaed by the CIA. 

I worked with such pseed-without outline or note-that I just forgot it. Now A actually 
noted that within a week or two after the appearance of Schles singe r’ s book. The notes, 
including it, for TIGER, were all tyned up. before JL began Wll, But I did leave it out. 

I thereiore know that, if there was such an omission, it could be for such reasons. There 
remained the question of fact: did Perry Russo tell Sciambra or did he not? On this I 
have, but you cannot use it, the best source: Russo. He says he did, at the- first meeting, 
helan and hi3 photographer, Herron, checked back before they wrote thepeice end he told 
them he had. They just left it out. After Sbxx® Phelan’s piece was out, H e rren and Hu<*so 
f oration about it, and Husso maintained there never was any quest* 
ion, that he had told Moomoo j or is it MuuMnn- ) right off the bat, and when he checked. 

t 

1 have also had personal experiences with the SEP that were both disapnointim 
and educational, hose also 1 had in mind in evaluating the dependability of Phelan’s 
piece, n early •‘“ay 196_5 and editor of the Post told me they were intere^tedi i*> serial- 
izing Whitewash. They got me an agent to deal with. * en weeks later he resigned, saying 
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no 'DS publisher would then touch the subject, and reporting that the Post had decline d 
because the book did not lend itself to such treatment. T his is nonsense. It was built 
that wsy, as± I knew, having done the building myself. 

Then, toward the end of 1966, I as saw “ike “oofcey, associate editor and 
the expert on this subject. He was pleasant, told me they had s rile of doue-h tied up 
in Richard (Founding Father) v?halen, a topflight envestigative reporter. Whalen, %ke 
said, would really did it all out. He was then in Dallas and momentarily would have k 
the truth by the scruff. After months, poor, well-paid, competent ^halen was back in Msh 
Washington, facing a deadline and with nothing. Mooney t4J.d me that he didn't want me 
to go^ to halen withy whet had, that he was paying ? ’halen not for feedback but for 
W3nted hin clone to dig out. r -e also told me that he told \Qlen nobody knew 
the sibject like me (he had found eight others using gy materials, even paragraph 
structures, he seid), and if he had trouble to lo~k me up. Mooney also had a ms of 
Vfill . The Host wanted to be out before Look’s Manchester serialization. 

finally, Whalen, then back in DC, phoned nr:. He snrl his wife came up, we 
spent until 9 O’clock that night with me helping him (for it turns out that despite 
his well-earned great reputation, he also doesn’t understand English when it is* plain 
and simple). I persuaded himself to limit himself to a single aspect, like the autopsy, 
with wjiat. little he fait he had to have, and that I could probably .supply . what he didn’t 
have, e didn t even understand what he did haval I both gave him materials and straight- 
ened him out, in two steps! first, at my place, then in his office at the Institute 
of Startegic Studies. I waited about a week to see if I had taught him enough and 
then visited him. He was still bewildered. I thhn said, okay, make a deal with the 
rost for them to give me full credit, and then say what you want. In my presence he 
then and there phoned Mokney, told him he was stumped, that I could help him and would 
give him what he wanted in return for nothing but credit. They then talkked about how 
wonderful my attitude, how conscientious my work, how thorough (especially as com- 
pared with nans and Epstein), and the deal was made. I was led to believe that the; 
would say that whether or not one agreed with me, anyone knowing the field could not 
but be impressed with the thwoougfcnes s and honest of my work, that if what had been 
printed, I had first printed everything of significance, etc. I then offered to taka 
th9m both to the Archives and show them things in the Zap movies they hadn't seen. They 
made a date. I said I’d be there, with my own editor and projector so they could see it 
in 8 mm. I was there are the appointed time, and loi bad had upped the time and were 
almost finished, having brought their own pro jector (lomml ) from iJ ew York and seen and 
understood none of those things I wanted to show them. They never did see the 8mm 
version, but they were satisfied and I passed off this ap-arent effort to bypass me 
as what it might have been, an accident. 

Three of four days before the Fost issue went to press I stopped off at 
Dick’s on the way home. Everybody downstaris w as shshshshshs I Daddy’s in' the fchrose. 

--he great man invited me up for e few moments, nearing the end. And how proud. 

had actually written three or four thousand words in s day (Hell, 1 often do more 
than that before breakfasti). Either before I lsf t then or the next time I saw him 
which was right before the issue came out, he said perhaps A might not like some of it 
end he sure hope(he said it like he also prayed)l’d not do with him as I did with 
^ebel (see Mil). Then the masterpiece came out. Now he had all sorts ofa people opening 
al.l sorts of doors for him. He xnsw and told me things that had not been printed -and 
weren’t. Ljke when who gave the pictures and X-rays to Bobby, who showed Arlen Specter 
the back picture he saw, when and where (Tom Kelley, at the May”re-enactm6nt}. All sorts 
of things that eerteinly should have been used and weren’t. Then, the credit to me, less 
in space that to sne and Epstein, who hadn’t helped him a bit and who he professed to 
dislike and be contemptuous of. Just what kind of sweet thing did the SEPosrt say of 
the man who for not a single cent of income had opened up the contents of countless 
hours of original owrk, shown them all the documents they couldn’t get on their own, 
made senese of what they didn t understand when they saw it* They said I was a dis- 
gruntled chicken farmer who cla imed his chickens had been damaged by military heli- 
copters! (The truth Is that tis was the reason * had years earlier stopped raisins 


chickens, that I had filed and won a precedent decision even though T had a city 
lawyer who didn t interview a witness before trial an the judge said he didn t 

believe me. T^et decision was affirmed when used in a Western B. case that went to tte 

Supreme ^curt. ^t v. r ss the basis of that ca3®. The govt filed an appeal in out case, 
asked for and got several extensions, then decided aginst appealing my case. Congress 
has held several series of hearings and come up with no solution, emember I told you 
there were several other things I thought would make movies I had laid aside to work 
on th& assassination- This is one of them. I call it EVEETTHIKG HAPPENED, a combination 
Air, Elanding3 Builds /His Dream H 0 use and The Egg and I.) The net effect of the careful 
prose was to say that I was agin the govt and this is why I was attacking it on the 
assassination. 

Well, I didn t do to Whalen whet I did to Nebel. The net effct of his 

inadequate and las3 than honest story was positive, so I settled for that* I did thefie- 

after ask a single, simple favor of him. His source on the Kennedy s getting the picture 
and X-rays was a T raagur y undersecretary. He hid admirals on the staff of his insti- 
tute opening doors for him ana his own contacts end the name of the Post. I asked 
that he do for me what he should have done for himself: gat the Customs (Treasury I 
arrest record on Loran Hall, in Florida, right after the assassination. refused. 

At this point, I don’t care if you do tell ^olan the wTjole things. He’ll 
then understand why, if my own knowledge that with this kind of. pressure wh-it' has 
already been conveyed to whs boss personally could be lefts out of a detailing memo, 
was not enough to make me question the Post’s undeviating devotion to the whole truth 
and unvarying integrity, my own experience was. He may also recall that I also told him 
I thought the place for that to be aired was in court, that too much that belonged 
in court was already outside it, that I had conducted my own investigation (and by 
now he should know its extent and magnitude;) and it convinced me that Garrison was 
right. He will see what I have that was independent of Garrison and his work (how 
much can be said the other way* ) . 

t 

&ay I also point out that after he really clobbered me, assailed my 
integrity, -what remained of it and my confidence in my judgement of his was such that 
x did not alter a. single word I scid of him (and could I have expressed a higher 
opinio n inr something tht endures, a booh 1 ), will also see- that a book written 
entirely after this and after he failed to 'respond to a single one of my letters and 
had not tried to make good the damage he had done me, x nonetheless wrote similarly 
of him in PSCT iiDHTM. Further, after all of this, when I was the main speaker at the 
annual convention of the Ohio AP editors, 1 spoke of him similarly. If Joe does not 
believe that others can make honest mistakes, I do. My opinion of him is unchanged. 

I think he towers in his field, is a great force for good, is one of the few who have 
picked up fhe fallen torch of freedommef the press, and our country is in his end 
their debt. This is what I said in u hio. Text on request. 

So, without violating confidences I then felt I had tp maintain, 1 could 
not say mere than I did. I fear his mind -fas closed, that he didn t resll listen to 
what I did say. 1 believe that had he had en oren mind, had Fhe left and Aynes worth not 
conned him( frankly, I didn t think anyone could), had he just thought out what A had 
said, he’d have been atbleast partly satisfied. 

Remember, I’m the cat who dug up the fact that Ferrie had actually 
threatened the President’s life (Assassination: "A Colloquial Expression"), so 
•I knew, from the FBI’s kishandling, that such s thing had happened, even if the FBI 
was careful to hide when and where. I’ll give him that FBI .report, if he wants it. 

Fo r that matter, he need only ask for whatever of the documents he wants, as you knww. 
If I can get the electricty up tc snuff and find the time and have enough 3M paper, 

1 intend to bring just about all of them with me* I think he should also, among other 
things, ponder "Checked Cut And ^ound Clean", cheater 9. If he wants, I might be 
able to do cn additional show for him on what I had that I didn’t usei 
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sria-in-r'ew-Orlesn expert. ~ B 


perhaps e surplus of what he questioned. 


Eo- w ironic it is that it is 
integrity, that leads to his feelingj 

Scott mar-TV 6 t belieTC Mm to do: let him call *cb 

® CTt * V » " RK) » Boston (direct newsroom line 617-266-0146). Bob. who vou will 

remember as my reporter friend who spent a long time with Almin 5 eaubo=uf i 

I ricVT^ °^ eailS dUrin£ tba ^-^sl, will tell him thal B^aJcauf 
! f eal7 a2Lu - --^lowing ae is a reporter, that no effort w 3 = made to corrupt 

and intimidate him. All he was asked to do was tell the whole truth. ? 

tttv 4. j , * oU ^ 0c ' t b 0 7our approval, I will do more. I’ve newer told the stc~v of hnw 
T * f 3 + . 0 plaIl1: bad information in the Garrison investigation from, naive °very- 

m9 * 1 C8a teli thatj brins Vae t3 ? e A made with permission 4-n the 
hamd^itten note of instructions from Richard Sown ley. I’d rather stick, if he a <rs 

to tne book, but if he wants to tape other things. I’ll states W as -e loSs 
You see, this also had happened before Dolan phoned me. It hap^ned bSn-ing AnSl 

2roftS1o mtil r tte S^\° f •"» drove "me to ^s SJS 

zt 5 Ap il 30 x could-ynd aid-deliver what he had given me. If Gar-i-on isn’t 
paranoid about the press, he is otherwise insane. ^a-i^on isn t 

That dossiers bit excites’. I can gues your source, given two guesses. 

hehwil’ I -fn e ?irP t: if he T ntS ’ S J Ve biG this l9tt9r * ^©n let him as me what 
hehwill. I w.ll give him my source that I would not above, but only m person I did 

DoSnt^h i ^ ’ satisfy myself about Phelan. I knew what I -was telling ’ 

D °l an t0 b9 true * ae **11 to promise to maintain my confidence, that is all* 

know what PaLna e x ''dfd S to°i?! ke *** S COPy ° f ^ mS » okay * 1 d ° 

rlri q»n -n+ U ? classified ads, okay. I have just gotten a letter from a 72-year- 
oM en ntonia fan. Haymar is my Texas "distributor'’. H e tell ma he has h*d his 
boo ss tors oroer nmiaaic WHITEWASH, ,nd that la SwrtOTber they toM hto that oner 

tol 0 n y ™ T; ** tiUaa - 1 « »««• have thought this of Cr.I« 

bold me aalde^ had a supply. Either he aoesn’t or Hayaar got mor® copie® than thev 
were supposed to. They returned 996 out of *,000 ordered’ Pickwickin £s, from 

tbP hA t°+~ a ; a ^! n Q ° rS than that * S8e now 1 ke >°* asking my friends to check 

the bookstore and to have them order's 1 oaecm 

_ / 

,.? 0lan Can sti11 do scathing about it, if he wants. He set Son -*V 8 nei®eo 

-eaS °r T? BVASE tbS en ? ° f June 1966 * Ee cai1 do ** s goi^ by phone, after he 

BieV^vr haV ° ^ ore s y nce 1 vrote that. LIFE is going to do a story (spoke to 
ibv' «h“ L ifl n S S Y e steraay ) on the unseen pictures, -gain, I do not expect* credit- 
/ ow wbeIi l Ta neTer gotten it before* but it comes from my work, 
pu ii shed end unpublished. Sprague is following along behind me (brilliantly) and he 
39 is r . keapin S posted, i^olan can scoop the whole thing.Eal may have made a copy 

oi „he Hughes picture, FBI e>:ibit 29. - e just returned it. I’ll send my on^ col? tl 
t oe if ; r t viants ib s * d Mil return it. I’ll send him the copies of the acfea! Spelts 
" SIltS th321 * Seesmse noone has done anythin e with PW, he can have a- ' * 

aaditional scoop, for it is ell new, still, he can say they can get the books from 

(nJl\l aej C ® i \° rdr ' r tQsra iro:i1 thsi:r bookstores. Or, we can take e telephone number 
Jflal -an prob«oly ge„ some one to man it). I wish he would. What 1 buildup it would 
a xcr my getting out there, it would also help me pay for the book. I stil' ow® for 
ail ot it. He could also undo some of the damage he has done me, whether or not” 
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lm>003at 8ai pur8 - ^ hurt « 8C “ hooks w end, and 1 haws 

,. . ^ st 09 1:911 70U the rest about Billings: In let* ^av or earlv 

“erTL't of o?i!-°ftS/?o 4 hI 3 ™ eXClted him. - have turned 

behind the book' 1”*!^ t- ofiered to let him see the documents 

orer them.' The ;esult‘=ouid’be‘l^ S°elSLtf ^ 'AZT *£ &>? m 

that these ^£“,1 ZZT' °“ °, f ^ *”«•““ U 

their position end 1000*03^:1?^ Mted to hnl iTthf < ”“, atUi ‘ 1 ^ &*»*, 
Profeeelonally, they eat too well toLSlrow! 5lae * «?* 1 ««* 

inis i. longer and has taken longer than I hod tire for Y rm =rtn t,„_ a + „ 

HP* the e tj ?°"' 1 te ~ « -*» =f other letters to wrjte'e^ g°t fo toS *o 
H£il so you end others,* including. my British ssent, can get them’ n-on-tlv 

^sleu ane hrs 3,000 torn output, * haven't oven shived 4 t tod” Si?? Xi-an hSr» 
S i', t ! ea UT ; ^ or, - 1£ht • L ’m tshicg my wife COT. Bs’re breaking the fast didn't' 
keep ., 1 th new friends, neighbors. If anything isn’t clear, bomceit beck. 

this ineludes I 1 wS’frtn r fcilow 0 Ts sp<,5it tel1 “ isl 

-u., J-ciio?., end tuat, in turn, includes many insides* in^Tn-Mric- 

fsr-rvs- &&&!!&&* 

szr«z & « rsizzstz %rizr u 13 ~ ^ ™ * 

Senear ly, 


